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1 Installation 
The Connected Systems RSS Manager feature for SharePoint 2010 installation process is straight 
forward.   It has been packaged into a SharePoint® Solution called a WSP file.   It has been scope at 
the “Farm” level which means it is available to every site collection in the Farm. 

1.1 Adding Solutions to SharePoint  

The WSP is added to the Solution store like any other WSP solution, this is done using the following 
commands: (please ensure the STSADM command is accessible via the PATH environment variable)  

STSADM -o addsolution -filename CS.SharePoint.RSSManager.Deployment.wsp 

1.2 Deploying the Solution to SharePoint 

Once added to the solution store using the commands listed above, each feature can be deployed to 
the appropriate site collection(s).  This can be achieved using the following methods, either via 
STSADM or Central Administration. 

1.2.1 Via STSADM 

The STSADM command is: 

stsadm –o deploysolution –name CS.SharePoint.RSSManager.Deployment.wsp –

immediate -allowgacdeployment 

1.2.2 Via Central Administration 

Alternatively, deployment of the solutions is achieved via “Central Administration | System Settings | 
Farm Management | Manage farm solutions” 

 

Once selected and assuming there are no other solutions deployed to your farm, the solution will be 
listed as follows. 
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On selecting the “cs.sharepoint.rssmanager.schedulerservice.wsp”, select the “Deploy Solution” 
command on the next screen.  This will present the following:  

 

Please note that this solution deploys to the entire farms.  Once deployed, you’ll be returned back to 
the Solution Management page.   The deployment status should be “Deployed” on the solutions.   
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2 Configuring the RSS Manager  
The RSS Manager is now available under the Monitoring option. Open the Monitoring page in Central 
Administration. 

 

Select Configure RSS Manager Job Settings under Timer Jobs.   The configuration page is now 
displayed where the RSS Manager can now be configured for use. 

 

Mail Settings – Enter the SMTP Server name and the email from address which will be used when 
sending out the email notifications when a Feed Extraction error or Feed Version change occurs. To 
use the default settings currently defined in Central Administration select the Use Default Settings.  

RSS Manager Site Collection – From the drop down list select the Web Application which will hold 
the RSS Feeds. Select the site collections where the RSS Feed Manager will be activated.  

When the RSS Feed Manager is activated on a site collection the option Manage RSS Feeds will be 
displayed on the Site Settings page. This will now enable those users with site “Design” or “Owner” 
permission levels to add delete and configure feeds on the site collection. 

Service Credentials – Every time the SharePoint timer job runs it downloads all the RSS feeds from 
their source. If service credentials are specified then the RSS feed extraction will be executed under 
those credentials. If no credentials are specified then the default SharePoint credentials with which the 
timer job runs will be used. 

Failure Recipients – Specify those users who will receive an email upon feed extraction failure. 

Version Change email recipients – Specify those users who will receive an email upon the feed 
version changing. 
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2.1 How to add a new feed to the RSS Feed Manager 

By adding a new RSS Feed a local copy of the feed along with any images will be stored locally within 
SharePoint. Web parts or components consuming the RSS feed now access the local version thus 
reducing external network traffic.  

Navigate to the root site collection where the RSS Manager has been activated and select Site 
Settings from the Site Actions menu. 

Select Manage RSS Feeds from under the Site Administration heading. 
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The following page is displayed. The feeds listed in the list box are those which have been configured 
within this site collection. If multiple site collections were selected in the RSS Manager Configuration 
page then only those feed which have been added to this site collection will display. 

 

As there are no feeds added yet the list box is empty. Click on New Feed to add a new RSS feed. 

 

Enter the External Feed URI (eg. http://www.abc.net.au/syndication/rss-childrens-epg.xml) into the text 
box and click Load Feed. 
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The feed is validated to ensure it is a valid RSS Version 2.0 feed and the details are displayed. The 
feed has not yet been saved. 

 

 

Note:  If the URI entered is invalid an error message will appear. 

 

Enter a Refresh Frequency for the feed. The Refresh Frequency will determine how often a copy of 
the feed is downloaded from the source. The Refresh Frequency cannot be less than the Minimum 
Frequency as defined in the feed source. 

  

 

Click Add to save the feed to SharePoint. 
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The panel on the left will refresh to show all the feeds downloaded to the site collection. 

  

To modify or delete the feed, simply click on it and then choose the appropriate action. 
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2.2 RSS Manager Timer Job Schedule 

The RSS Manager runs on a timer schedule as defined within Central Administration. The RSS 
Manager Timer job when run will iterate through all those site collections specified in the configuration 
screen and download the RSS feed according to the refresh frequency.  

To modify the timer job schedule open the Central Administration site and select Monitoring 

 

Select Review job definitions. Select the CS RSS Manager Job from the list 

 

The timer job schedule page is displayed. The recurring schedule can be modified or the timer job can 
be manually started by selecting Run Now. 

  


