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1 Overview

The content roll-up web part can be used to retrieve content recursively from a site collection and
display it as HTML. List data is retrieved using the SPSiteDataQuery component in the API, formatted
as XML and then transformed for display using XSLT. This document details the configuration options
made available by the roll-up web part.
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2 List Query Options

List query options allow you to specify the lists or list types the rollup web part is going to use when
retrieving content. The following options are available:

o List template: allows selection of a specific list template type (e.g. publishing pages libraries)

o Base template type: allows selection of a more generic “base” list template (e.g. all document
libraries) — this will include document libraries and any list templates that inherit from
document library such as wiki page libraries and picture libraries.

o Individual lists: allows individual lists to be selected using the list picker.

Note: if you wish to roll-up all content of a particular content type then you will need to use the CAML
query function.
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3 Query Scope Options

The query scope determines which webs are used in the content query. The following options are
available:

e Entire site collection
e Current web and sub-webs
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4 Specifying Query XSL

XSL is used to transform the list data into HTML. There are two options when specifying the XSL
transform:

e User rollup style text editor: edit XSL directly in the web part
o Provide a link to an XSL file: upload an XSL file and specify the link
See sections on XSL editing for more details on customising rollup styles.

Roll-up Style Editor

@ Use rollup style text editor.
@ Provide a link to an X5L file.

Select a template...

Select a template...
encoding="utf-8"7?>

TableOfData.xslt

TIt|EAI:IE|DSCrItIDI‘I.)C5| Lion="1.0"
xmlns:xsl="http://www.w3.0rg/1999/X5L/Transform"
xmlns:msxsl="urn:schemas-microsoft-com:xslt"

fum. | »

xmlns:consys="http://www.connectedsystems.con/sharepoint/x
=21lt" exclude-result-prefixes="msxs1">
<x=l:output method="html"™ indent="yes"/>

<xsl:template match="rollup">
<table>

«<1—— Define Display Columns Here —-3>

<x=l:variable name="RenderColumns">
<Columns:>

<Title headerText="Title"/>

</Columns:>

</xsl:variable>

<xsl:apply-templates select="*">
<xsl:with-param name="RenderColumns"

select="msxsl:node-set ($RenderColumns) ™ /> e

oK ] [ Cancel
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5 Specifying a CAML Query

An optional CAML query can be specified to filter the data. This can be written by hand or generated
using the U2U CAML builder tool. Note: the old version of the CAML builder tool works if you use the
windows version and connect via web services.

Note: the <query> tag should be omitted from the CAML query when pasting it into the web part.

Note: if you are querying content from multiple lists with a CAML filter expression, it is recommended
that you only filter on fields that are site columns. Using site columns is the only way you can
guarantee that the internal / static name of the field is identical across multiple lists.

Roll-up Query Editor

<Where><Eg><FieldRef MName="Product" /><Value -
Type="Choice">Rollup</Value></Eg></Where>
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6 Specifying Field Names

A set of fields are retrieved by default by the content rollup web part. These include:

o SiteUrl (global)

e WebUrl (global)
o WebDTitle (global)
o Listld

e Webld

e ID

o FileDirRef

o FileRef

o Title

o ContentTypeld
o LinkFileName
o Url

Additional fields can be specified using the field picker. To add a site column, first select the group
from the drop down list then add the field using the “Add” button. Field names can also be entered as
text by tying the name in the text box and clicking the “Add Field” button.

© Add fields from lists

B ProductFeaturelist
Description
Picture
Product
[#] Title

© Add site columns

Select columns from:

_Hidden [=]

Description
Picture
Product
Title

© Add as text

Cancel
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7 How to: add an extra field to the content roll-up

1. Specify rollup list query options and query scope that will return some data —e.g. all
document libraries in the site collection.

2. Add your extra fields using the field picker screen. E.g. type the site column name “Created”
into the text box and click “Add Field”.

3. Check the “debug mode” checkbox and click the “Apply” button to verify the additional data is
successfully retrieved by the query.

4. Open the XSL editor and locate the following snippet of XSL:

<!-- Define Display Columns Here -->
<xsl:variable name="RenderColumns">
<Columns>

<Title headerText="Title"/>

</Columns>

</xsl:variable>

5. The RenderColumns variable defines the columns that will be rendered out to the screen. To
add an extra column such as the “Created” site column, the XSL should be modified as
follows:

<!-- Define Display Columns Here -->
<xsl:variable name="RenderColumns">
<Columns>

<Title headerText="Title"/>

<Created headerText="Date Created"/>
</Columns>

</xsl:variable>
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8 How to: format a date using XSLT scriptlets

Building on the previous example, we will modify the formatting of the created date field to omit the
time component. By default all fields render out their value as text. A data template can be added to
customise the rendering behaviour of a particular field. C# scriptlets can be used for tasks such as
string / date formatting as this can be cumbersome in XSLT.

1. Locate the “data templates” section of the XSLT:

<xsl:template match="*" mode="CustomTemplate">
<!-- Define Data Templates Here -->
<xsl:choose>

<xsl:when test="name() = 'Title'">

</xsl:when>
<xsl:otherwise>

<xsl:value-of select="text()"/>
</xsl:otherwise>

</xsl:choose>

</xsl:template>

2. Addin a custom data template for the “Created” field before the xsl:otherwise as follows:

<xsl:template match="*" mode="CustomTemplate">
<!-- Define Data Templates Here -->

<xsl:choose>

<xsl:when test="name() = 'Title'">
</xsl:when>
<xsl:when test="name() = 'Created'">

<xsl:value-of select="consys:getShortDate(../Created/text())"/>
</xsl:when>
<xsl:otherwise>

<xsl:value-of select="text()"/>
</xsl:otherwise>

</xsl:choose>

</xsl:template>

This will use the getShortDate scriplet defined at the bottom of the XSL file to render the date as a
short date. You can add additional scriptlets of your own and call them in the same fashion.

<msxsl:script language="C#" implements-prefix="consys">
<1 [CDATA[
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public string getShortDate(string text)
{
if (!string.IsNullOrEmpty(text))
{
return System.DateTime.Parse(text).ToShortDateString();
}
else
{
return text;
}
}
11>
</msxsl:script>
</xsl:stylesheet>
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9 How to: format a lookup value using XSLT scriptlet

Many rollup fields will be returned as lookup values formatted as follows “3;#SitePages”. These can be
formatted correctly using the “getLookupValue” scriptlet. The technique for using this is identical to
using the getShortDate scriptlet detailed above.
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